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* my 3 Now appearing (as Englands Champions) tor the maintal © - "5 
| -nance of $ods hanor, and thi their native Countries © oo 1 EET 
ooo 1 guſt Liberry,! Peace, and Tranquilliry. O66": 245214664 
*Ghe blanble Petition of all theinfl aved Chriſtians in.the ſeveral Slaughter: banſeso, ** OY 
; ous Kengdum (called Gaols aud Prifans) Mong your Brethen'&s Fellows Colnmin | Se 
of Enzland (tuncerved to be about I 000v. 17 ZWmbc) mprifentd for Debt, an "4 EY 
. vv arbaray Power, and other illegal reſtraihts, contear y ro the I aw of God, . an 4 Mirrot of: 
- all tbes Nations both Chriſtian and Pagan, and flatly againſt the Contents of cþ8 Juſtice chas F 
great Charter of  Englands Liberty, formerly puecbaſed, and now avaing +e, 1nt.1.num.53 
., 'gajned by tbe blavd. of rmazy thouſands of the Conmpuns -of England; :1#: alt þ 9 of Hen. 33 
© humility complaining , $hewdb, EE) Indore b Bb "= 
= Hat:by! the ancient and fundamental common Laws of 
England 2 declared and aflerted by.the great Charter :of  4»no 3. Can 
- 1 WM our Libertics > 2/agna Charra, no. mans perfonwasth Ame 17. care 
- » - beImpriſoned for Debt, nor: his Suretics tobetroubled, £ »5 of Ed 
i the privcipal-Debtor' were, able to pay ; But their Eſtates on- wy 
ty made liable (inthe two third pats thereof ). to fatisfie the:Debtr':- « Flags 
Which Statute being the inexpugnable fortreſs of £ng/ands Freedom, <.36. Hams 
Hath not 'only been 32, times 'confirmed by (everal Acts of Parlia- ?. 3- fol.zot 
ment, in; farmer” Kings reigns; <.bur alſo hathy-been ſince rarified by  137-Bam 
ur Soyeraign LordKing Char/:,both by thePeririon of Right, 32Car. CIP - ; 
and by Actpaſſed by his Majeſtics royal afſent this preſent Parliimerit fg. aſh F 
(Anvo'17, Caroli.) Aganit which Charter, All Statutes/ and Judg- 0,1. 8 54a 
' ments formerly. made orgiven, or hereafter to be made or given, are Fits Coron, 
| 4 by. ſeveral) Acts declared tobe null and yoyd : © And that neither 4327 "09'S 
thoſe that kre impriſoned for Debr ar the Kings ſuir only; nor any 0- F CS 
_ -therscommitred for Treaſon, Felony, Murther, -or Treſpas, before 249. PicCom 
conviction gr attainder, ought to be put into Irons, orotherwiſe to. 360- Coop lg 
> - be puniſhed, butonly tobe lately kept ; Priſons being only for cuſto- f2 44 1ib- 
> dy. and not- for puniſhment to che Priſoners. t And whereas by the *2: 29,9982 
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- ſaid common Laws of E agland, Gaolers that detain their Prifoners in wy _ fn 


Priſon, . by colour of right for cheir fees until they dye, or: cauſe their prefl:d mans 
k- > EE SO by nin beating qr wounding, by. harduſage, Opy eflion | 
w tickror coſe Dureſs, or teins them- into-Irons-or Duns 2293, 4: 
- Sho din ; 7 PaRring hens. inde. Trote.on Pong 
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> NA  Thatby the ſaid Laws, Gaolersor Guardians of Priſons are prohi-- | 
SE Tyree pd Savigatat hizy of 5.6 
g Mirror c.y. them, for, by, or under any pretence of ,Fees, cither at their commg 
ſ*@&.x. Mirror into the Priſon or going out 8:. And whereas likewiſe, all manger 
$2, $3- of Extortions, Oppreſſions and illegal vexation of Sherites, Gaolers, 
. and Prifon-Keepers, exerciſed and prafticed upon their Priſoners, is {| 
'b 4 Ed.3.c.to ſtriAly prohibited and defended by divers good and wholfome Laws. _ 
"3 He.6.c.1o. and Statutes of this Realm Þ : And Gaolers and Guardians of Pri- 
3 Ed.r. c.36. ſons (and Sherifes) are totake nothing for the execution of their offi- 
Bend; 6-17- ces, but only of the King, except 4 pence to be required and taken of 
, Wes Fe _ the Priſoner at the tine of his diſcharge and not before, conferred on. Y\" 
5/7, * thembytheStatnte of the 23, of Henry 6. chap. 10. 
That contrary to theſe good Statutes (and the great Charter of 
Englands Liberty) the perſons of the free-commons of England are 
fill moſt unjuſtly and cruelly (for an unlimited time) inſlaved in the 
ſeveral Gaols and Priſons, and thereby inhumanly robbed of their juſt 
and precious Laberties,Eftares and Callings, whereby they, theirgvives. . 
and childrenare expoſed to the crucl wills of their Oppreſſors, and fo , 
become the very ſpeticle of nuſery ; not plans by any,nor hitherto 
by the State regarded nor relieved :- Norwirhſtanding their matty (e- 
veral Petitions.(for theſe 6 years paſt) preſented to them for Releaſe 
from this Egyptian bondage. That in purſuance of their uncot)» 
trouled inhumane cnkie ache and Priſon-keepers have and dayly 
do-inforce/from Priſoners their goods and moneys, illegal fees and ex- 
ceflive Chamber-rent ; viz..Feesof a Mark, five Mark, five pound, 
and ten ponnd;andfor Chamber-Rent from each Priſoner no lels then. 
58. 3s: 10s. 16s. yea from ſome 20s. a week, {and in the 
Common Wards, where nothing.of Right ought to be by them re-. 
quired or taken ; they exa& from each poor priſoner (although twe 
lodged in one bed) no leſs then 14. pence a week, beſides divers. 
-others unexpreſſible exaQtions.. Tha: many hundreds of priſoners have. 
been {as ſome {til are) by Gaolers and Prifor-keepers "and their 
helliſh 'Subſtituces cloſe impriſoned in Chambers and Dungeons... 
for divers days;moneths and years, affaulred,beaten,wounded,robbed, 
and violently at midnight dragg'd out of their own beds andlodged 
onthe cold bare ground ; Tormented and decripped by Iron Ferrers, _ 
Rarved:and violently murthered ; yea, ſome kept in Irotis (hands and. 
| feet)rilltheir Excrements-coming from their body rotted their funda= 
* _ ments; Others being by ther creditors diſcharged, arenotwithſtand-- 
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plaintsare not heard, bur they ftil ſuffered ro perfiftiry cheſe their erue? 
Megal courſes, and hike vipers ſucking the vital blood of thepoor Pri- 
{6iiers, and defrauding them of their Legacicsand Colleftion-moneys 
Sarheredin every County of this Realm, and Courts of Juſtice for 
their relief, they murther the poor innocent, to whom they deny the 
ptiviledg which is by them dayly afforded unto Felons. © 

' The premiſes juſtly weighed, and for that Impriſonment of the bo- 

e 


/ 


oF 10, 20, 30, of 40. years, diſcounts not one penny of Debe to 
ehe Creditor, but only for a time brings the Grift of wicked gain to 


the Lawyers and Attormes covetous mills of ungodly contention, with 


inevitable rum to the Debtor, his wife,children and family ; Lawyers, 
Attornies and 'Gaolers being none other then poor, diſtreſſed,inſlaved 
Englands Canker-worms,and devouring Caterpillers of mens Eſtates, 
Libertics.and lives. The Law of England being a Law of mercy and 
preſervation to the people, and not a law of Tyranny,Oppreſſionand 


Deſtrudion, as hitherto it hath been and Rillis ; ; By which law the. 


the two third parts only of the Debtors Eſtate is made-liable to the 
farisfaRion of his juſt Debts, the reft being reſerved to: the Debtor 
for his future ſubſiſtance and education of his children;and the perſons 


acquitted from future trouble for the ſame. 
Your my diſtrefled and unjuſtly inflaved Peritieners do: therefore. 


humble beſeech you(in the boywels of compaſſion)to commiſerate this 
their grievous unlimited oppreflive condition of being ; andaccording 


* to the rulesof juſtice and charity (and the pious ſenſibility: of your - 


unjuſtly inſlaved Brethrens miſery) to be pleaſed, amongſt other your 
weighty and humble Addrefles to the: high! and honorable Court of 
Parliament,to preſent theſe our grievances & juſtrequeſts with'defire, 
That according to the fundamental Laws of theland, the perſons of 


all the Commons of England may be reſtored to. their ancient, legal. - 


and;juſlt-Liberties (as at the firſt) ; -and that the current of Juſtice 


may be freely opened to all ;-That fo the poor Commons of England' 

may not ſtill be inforced (by mercenary Lawyers and-contentious- 

" Attornies) to buy Jultice for the corrupt” price of iniquity ; nor at - _* 
"ſuch high rates as hitherco they have been inforced-to do, to the utter. . 
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2» 7 et Levit 19. 15. Jer.g- 5, 6, 8, 9+ 


ing able to ws onda pomtmadorops this inhumane ſlavery, by the 
abominable, unlimiced, c courſe of the law, practiced by all 
| the mercenary inſtruments of contention, in Petcy-fogging latine and 
 Pedlers French, by theſe ſupporters of contention ; And alſo that. 
Gaolers and Priſon-Keepers may be regulated in their illegal, unlimited 
tyrannical power, poteney, cruelty, and exattions, that ſo we and the 
poſterity of this whole Nation being freed from this Agyptian bon- 
dage, may have jult cauſe roeternize the memory of your Excellency 
and the reſt of the honorableCommanders and pious Souldiery (rrarhs: 
faithful Champions )as of the true and faithful reſtorers of the ancient 
and juſt birth-right,and liberty of the inſlaved Commons of Englang: 
And your Petitioners,their wives and children,and families(as bound} 
{hal eyer pray for a blefling on your faichtul endeavors, and for the 
ſpeedy ſucceſſes of this bleedingKingdoms cauſe by you taken in-hand,, 
to Gods glory and Englands Peace and Tranquillity. | 


Subſcribed for themfelyes, and all others their impriſoned and un 
Juſtly inffaved brethren and fetlow- Commons oft England , By 


eAnd I rebuked the Nobles and Rulers, Tohn Baynes« 

faying, T ou exatt uſury every one of his F 
brother, and_1 ſet a great Aſſembly a- Rubine Cunningham. 

ainſt them; For ] was very angry when 
T heard the cry |[_ of the oppreſſed ) avd 1 Richard Carter. - | 
faid, Our fleſh is as the y) | | 
thren, our chilren as their children : and JohnRobinſons+ * 
lo We bring into bondage our ſons andour 
daughters: Aud I ſaid,It is not good, that Richard Raynolds. 
Which ye do ;. ought ye not to Walk in the 7% x] 
fear of our God, Nehemiah 5.5,6,7,9% George Biſhop: © + . 
But ye have not proclaimed Liberty every 
one unto his neighbour, ler. 37.17. For if Richard Gardner. 
thy brothex be Waxen poor and faln to de- 
cay,thea thou ſhalt relieve him yea though Richard Fletcher. 
he be a ftranger, that he may live With 


eſp of our Bre- | 


thee : Te foal not oppreſs owe another, * Thomas Madgwicke. 


Levit. 26. 17-35. And'ye ſhal do no un- 
righteonſneſs in Judgment : But in righ- William Hayſe. 
reonſneſs ſhalt thous judg thy neighbour , 
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To'the right Honorable the L o'sx Þ $! and» Com Morne 


þ VI o-'s. eo - 
INOraDIE+ | | [-C ii> 164% 
" PARDIAMENT alſembled at weſtraluſter;!-q oy 
The bumble Petition of divers 'w:'l affetted Commun! of E Pp pltnd i " ; 
-of themſelves and ot bers their i1flaved' Fellyw Commons, impriſoned for D288 4. 


, and othcy ilegat 1:(traints within. the ſeveral Priſons.inthys Kengdom, conceived; 
.ty be about 10009, in number (at the leafs) Complaining: jo AT 
 SEROR., e4ol 0: 533 vim od 1onneoviea 

bs wn Hat theſe their fellow Commons Inſlaved; having formers» 

| L - ly, byſeveral Petitions addrefſed: thernſelyes to thiszHo, 1 

1 | nerable aſſembly, for their undeniable Birth-right (which 

_ is their Liberty ). and aquittance from thisualimitred;Iar- - 


priſonment faſtened on them, ang: us; And-the>poltftuy, of:this: 
whole Nation, By the covetous Inſtruments of 'tonteation, thireughy. 
their unexpreſſib abuſe of AMagna Charta,: which-is'the only:Sure 
Contra and perpetual Law, between the Kzng and his;$ubjethr, * 
In all which They nor We, have hutherto ptha any Redreſs:Agzor- 
ding to/onr | juſt Expettation ; That in the 3. year of the King,: The- 
ad of this Common-welth being; Sealible of many; Sufferings, | Oc++ 
caſioned by the breach of M{zgns Charta,. The Liyds and, Commons ; 
then aſſcinbled in Parliament, Peticioned his Mgjelty for: Confurmar; 
tori thereof ( hich Implies their. conſents tet ),-To which-his; 
Majeſty then: aſlented and fince-Contirned: i{##Hhigh Smplics.an AG, 
anda legal: confirmation) 'whtireby :we! euly: apprebend:; That all. 
Latter Statuites madeuy Confradidtionthercot;Fending tothe betray- 
ing of the SubjeRts Liberty ( By inſlaving thei Perſons )areablo-: 
lately become Nx, and cannot now ſtand in force,as by the 42. of 
Ed-7ic1, appeareth; For the leſſer muſt needi giv Place tethiGrea- 
' ter. Ir having alſo bin maintained in this Honorable afſembly, That - 


the Commons muſt be eafed ir their Pzx/o#s from this Slavery of 1m = 
priſonment being « free born people and na Slaves nar Tg pep 
oo ſonmeiit being flatly againſt Magna Charta, which is-theonly foan- 1 
| damental Mother Law of this Kingdom, Purchaſed” (and now again Fo 


Regained) by the Blood of many thouſands of our Anceſtors, F re inds 


The premiſes Canſidered, andfos that it is wel known, that Im- 

- priſonment of the body. for 10. 20. '30- or 40. years together, dif- 
counts not one penny Debt tothe Creditor, bur only (For a time YO _ 
brings Griftco the Tawyers and Arturnics mills of icked comenrion, © = 


20 7 Poor Debtor ( bis Wife, children, Fab who preps 
Poe aoon aye lou. lg gm livelyboad, 
according to t 


== Juſtice and. Charity, and the Fr) Law of this vie 
perſonsof the. Commons of England may be Reſtored to their 
—_ purge) OY ( 44 at the firſt) and the Current of 


e freely opened' to- all, which your Petitioners humbly 'Con- 
I be truly Effected:{o long as Lawyers and fre th he 


-Covetous” aMetcibany. ' Taſtr nents of contention) be 

fitm'the Houſe; ' who are y rags to: be the only Obſtruttats of 

Leg 1 #biz- Kingdom. This "done, your Petitioners alſo 
Inſlaved Brethren wil then (44s is hoped ): be Inabted 

T pine te re and re Afro Lawyersand: 

po eo: price of Iniquity, nor -it{utty 


hish Rates as ki er Pray rhe tothe utter Ruinof their'EL 
Ns kd Pile: And-that according to Magna Churta,) 


he Debtors Eſtates, (if any R ) ma IA 2, L In. 
the \twg' third} He s Cond ) toe clan of reiered ts, 
ho Bb able Conlideratiowis- had to the fi 


TR rRIng, T yrannical Power, | Potency, and Exattions.That 
{s we and-allour'Poſterities being) fteed from this 4 gyptian bon. 
ur 0 may haveJuſteauſe to Etetruxe themneamory of his Majeſty, and 

Honorable afſerhbly, as of the Reftorctsof their: Ancievs and 
Truſt Birrh-right and Liberty. IEP 


To the Honorable the Houle of ape in Parliament aſſembled, - 
Hg Fmt Feiition of divers 290% Afected-Commons of England, inthe bebalf of 
TR nes pn Bret brea,, langui g it ſeveral Priſess with n.this Kingdoms. 


WY this Ha Zable Adeinbly was pleaſed ſore 5. years/fince to heare- 
rhe Petition of the poor priſoners for Debt, and to. refer tie fame 1@ 
-a-Cammintes_( whereof: Henry: Martine Eſguize was then Chair. 
man) for the drawing vp ofan Ocdinang efor their remedy and redreſs, which 
_ ne accordingly, But yer bither-anhappily obſtructed} whereb ' many 
foot Priſqners (theix wives and pet ey want of timely redreſs, have” 
bncepacidd, and many others are d and- utterly-diſabled to; ſubliſt. 
thai proman ng ne bps Gncereſolved/on, and by: M.. Mar- 

Al Yerthere, hitherto, obſtzye- 


CIT EM 


A, Se Tae era (i py 


LE AACE 


| F the Dibeore ther wives and children, and alfa: 
| ehwePrioes ray beRegulatod, and Priſon keepers, abridged of their 


4 


received their pay (Dwt)are at this preſent Impriſoned for theirdebrs, which - 
\ ſervicg, by which means many otghem' have 


number, who have with al y ſerved the Parliament, and have not 
they can no ways ſatisty until they have receiyed their arrears for the laid . 
iſhed, and rhereſt likely ro - 
periſh miſerably, and their families to be utterly ruined, 
Your poor Petitioners therefore in the bleeding ſence of their (amjuſity- 
inſlaved) bhrerhrens excream ſufferings, do humbly prays Thar ye the cholcn, 
convencd- for their deliverance from oppreſtion and injuftice, and for the 
. preſervation of their juſt Rights and Libercies, wil now 4 afcer ſo long time 
of their expe@ancyC(in durance and miſery) be pleaſed forthwith to comiſerare - 
their deplorable eſtates, and Four dury, che fundamental Law 
of the Land, andPccition of Right; ferioufly ro conſider the premiſes, and 
ſpeedily according to juſtice, to aflign umo every of them their juſt liberty & 
reedom, from this unjuſt bondage and flzwery; They having long cryed and 
none have regarded this their unjuſtly imp3ſed miſerable Thraldamzin which - 
not only the preſent Petitioners, bur rhe poſterity of all the freeborn Com» 
mons ot England are meerly concerned; this being by you accompliſhed,rhen . 
not only your Petitioners, but future generations ſhal be ever bound to 
Tor the Regaining of their ancient 


you the bleſl:d inſtruments of juſtice, 
Juſt Rights and Liberries. 

Te ſhal do no unrighteouſneſs in mudgment, Leviiig,15. Thos ſhalt 
not oppreſs nor vex the ſtranger, the Widdew the fatherle/s child,nor - 
the poor. For if thou afflitt them and they cry unto me, T.Wwil ſurely 
heare their cry : And my Wrath bal Wax hot, aid T vil 4 you with - 
the ſword : and your Wives ſhal be widdows, and. yotr children fa- 
therleſs , Exod: 22. 21, 22, 23;24-* Therefory ex ebutt true judg-. 
went , ſbew mercy and compaſſion #Very*mar"to- hi: Brother , 
and oppreſs not the Widdow, the ſtranger, nor the poor, and let none of - 

you imagine evil againſt his brother in your heart, and execute the 


qudgment of truth and Peace in your Gates, and love no falſe oaths- 
Za AF .9,1 0. Zach.8.16,17. Nor el. juſtice for the price of iniquity 


3s hitherto you have done. wivat rex. 


FINTS. p 

Many more Petitions of the like nature being from time to time pre- - 
ſented, have bin obſtructed, and the parties .greived, not heard nor 
releived, bat their miſerable Bondage rather augmented, and they 
thereby diſcouraged from renewing their complatnts againſt theſe 
their &gyprian rask-maſters, viz. Lawyers, Attornies, Gaolers, and : 
cruel p44 Diſtreſſed, and miſcrably inſlaved, Englands: Can--- 
ker-worines, and devouring Caterpillers of mens Eltates, Liberties, 
and lives, and fomenters of all Concention, Tyranny, and Oppreſſion... . 


/ 


vivat Rex, . 
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